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Outline
• Sextant background

• SeaDataNet product catalogue

• Plans, Perspectives
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What is Sextant ?
• The product catalogue service and system for MyOcean, 

EMODNET and SeaDataNet and others

• Team of 3 full-time persons for operations at IFREMER, 
support from CLS funded by SeaDataNet

• 1.5 persons on development

• Expertise on data/metadata management and 
dissemination (e.g. INSPIRE)

• System based on open-source software: geonetwork + 
frontal web GIS functions (e.g. openlayers)



sdn-userdesk@seadatanet.org – www.seadatanet.org

plenary meeting, Split, Croatia, Septembre 25th 2014

What Sextant provides for SeaDataNet
• User friendly edition forms for product managers

• Utilities:
– To mint DOIs at DataCite

– To manage a validation workflow for product description

• Web discovery function for users:
– Search products

– View description

– Jump to view and download services
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Product managers feed the catalogue
• With forms 

(V1 template): 

•  From DIVA: DivaDoXML automatically generates 
XML product description (currently V0 template)

•  See quickstart manual: 
https://www.ifremer.fr/sextant_doc/emodnet_chemistry/document/EMODNET-CHEMISTRY-QUICKSTART-1.0.pdf

https://www.ifremer.fr/sextant_doc/emodnet_chemistry/document/EMODNET-CHEMISTRY-QUICKSTART-1.0.pdf
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SeaDataNet users discover products
http://sextant.ifremer.fr/en/web/seadatanet

Can use P02 or P35 
as search criteria
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View description (process/QC details, provenance, ...)
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Jump to view and download (at ULG)
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Jump to view and download (at ULG)
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And back to catalogue (at IFREMER)
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Plans, perspectives

• Regional observation collections expected end of 
Septembre: describe them in catalogue

• Analysis and climatology products are going to be 
processed: describe them in catalogue

• IFREMER will provide support to managers of products so 
that they describe them in catalogue and user knows 
about them
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